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AGENDA

1. CASAS STEPS Expectations

2. How can we help our students rise to the higher demands?

 Start with the basics – Wh question words

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level

 Practice recurring test questions and listening format

 Repeat often and in new contexts



CASAS STEPS EXPECTATIONS

Reading STEPS FAQs and Listening STEPS FAQs

 “Reading STEPS measures the academic vocabulary and 
higher-order thinking skills contained in the Standards 
[English Language Proficiency Standards]”. 

 “Listening STEPS measures the academic vocabulary and 
higher-order thinking skills contained in the Standards 
[English Language Proficiency Standards]”.

Reading STEPS FAQs
Listening STEPS FAQs



HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

What is higher-order thinking?
 More than just recall

 “Critical thinking has been described as an ability to question; to 
acknowledge and test previously held assumptions; to recognize 
ambiguity; to examine, interpret, evaluate, reason, and reflect; to 
make informed judgments and decisions; and to clarify, articulate, 
and justify positions” (University of Louisville).



Univ. of Florida
Medium



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Start with the basics
 Who, what when, where, why, how

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level
 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level
 Scaffold – explicitly model the steps to complete
 Scaffolding higher-order thinking skills in Reading

 Practice recurring test questions and listening exercises
 Repeat often and in new contexts



OVERWHELMING?
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DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Start with the basics
 Who, what when, where, why, how

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level
 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level
 Scaffold – explicitly model the steps to complete
 Scaffolding higher-order thinking skills in Reading

 Practice recurring test questions and listening exercises
 Repeat often and in new contexts



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level

Remember
recall, repeat, state



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

Understand
describe, explain, 
identify, translate

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

Apply
demonstrate, sketch
use in a new context

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

Analyze
relationship, 
compare, contrast,
analyze parts

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

Evaluate
judge, support

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level



ADJUST THE TASK FOR THE LEARNERS’ LEVEL

Create
construct, write

 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level



APPLY KNOWLEDGE,  MAKE AND SUPPORT JUDGEMENTS



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Start with the basics
 Who, what when, where, why, how

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level
 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level
 Scaffold – explicitly model the steps to complete
 Scaffolding higher-order thinking skills in Reading

 Practice recurring test questions and listening exercises
 Repeat often and in new contexts



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level – Scaffold

Put in the correct order.

_____ Add the oil.

_____ Preheat the oven.

_____ Mix.

_____ Bake in the oven.











REPEAT OFTEN AND IN NEW CONTEXTS

 In what other contexts can “Put in the correct order” be 
applied?



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Start with the basics
 Who, what when, where, why, how

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level
 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level
 Scaffold – explicitly model the steps to complete
 Scaffolding higher-order thinking skills in Reading

 Practice recurring test questions and listening exercises
 Repeat often and in new contexts



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING IN READING

 Warmup: pictures, title, subtitles
 What do you see that makes you think that?
 Make predictions

 Start with yes/no sentences
 Move to wh question words
 Identify
 Match
 Multiple choice
 Write questions



READING
NUMBER THE SENTENCES

Ellii



READING
NUMBER THE SENTENCES

Ellii



YES/NO QUESTIONS 

1. Brenda loves football. Yes   No  __

2. Brenda does yoga after she runs. Yes   No  __

3. Brenda has a big yard. Yes   No  __

4. Yoga class is in Tara’s backyard. Yes   No  __

5. The yoga class is on the weekend. Yes   No  __

6. Julie likes to listen to the birds. Yes   No  __

Ellii



YES/NO QUESTIONS –
IDENTIFY SENTENCE NUMBERS, MAKE CORRECTIONS

1. Brenda loves football. Yes   No  __

2. Brenda does yoga after she runs. Yes   No  __

3. Brenda has a big yard. Yes   No  __

4. Yoga class is in Tara’s backyard. Yes   No  __

5. The yoga class is on the weekend. Yes   No  __

6. Julie likes to listen to the birds. Yes   No  __

Challenge with synonyms and inferences.

Ellii



Ellii Ellii

Ellii Ellii



Ellii Ellii



Ellii Ellii



Ellii Ellii



1. When is yoga class?
2. Where is yoga class? Ellii



1. When is yoga class?  on Wednesdays
2. Where is yoga class? in Tara’s backyard Ellii



Ellii Ellii

Ellii Ellii



1.Write words on the board 
for students to classify.

2.Dictate words to classify.

3. Jigsaw – a group of students 
look for words for their 
square only and then share 
out.

4. Students look in the story 
for words in all squares.



MATCH QUESTION AND ANSWER

1. _____ Who teaches yoga class? 

2. _____ Where is yoga class?

3. _____ Who has a big backyard?

4. _____ When is yoga class?

5. _____ When do they listen to the birds?

6. _____ What do the friends bring?

7. _____ What does Brenda teach?

A. after they finish yoga class

B. in Tara’s backyard

C. yoga mats and blankets

D. Brenda

E. on Wednesdays

F. Tara

G. yoga class



MATCH QUESTION AND ANSWER 
WRITE THE SENTENCE NUMBERS

1. _____ Who teaches yoga class? 

2. _____ Where is yoga class?

3. _____ Who has a big backyard?

4. _____ When is yoga class?

5. _____ When do they listen to the birds?

6. _____ What do the friends bring?

7. _____ What does Brenda teach?

A. after they finish yoga class

B. in Tara’s backyard

C. yoga mats and blankets

D. Brenda

E. on Wednesdays

F. Tara

G. yoga class



WH QUESTIONS

Ellii



WH QUESTIONS
WRITE THE SENTENCE NUMBERS

Ellii



HIGHLIGHT  TARGET INFORMATION
WRITE THE QUESTION

1. Brenda teaches her yoga class in Tara’s backyard.

Where does Brenda teach her yoga class?

2. After class, they lie under the blankets.

When do they lie under the blankets?

3. Yoga class is on Wednesdays.

When is yoga class?



Teach-This



DEVELOPING HIGHER-ORDER THINKING

 Start with the basics
 Who, what when, where, why, how

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level
 Adapt higher-order thinking skills to the learners’ level
 Scaffold – explicitly model the steps to complete
 Scaffolding higher-order thinking skills in Reading

 Practice recurring test questions and listening exercises
 Repeat often and in new contexts



PRACTICE TEST ITEMS

Reading

 Recurring questions

 Inference

Listening

 Format



RECURRING QUESTIONS

 Level C

 What information is not included?

 Which statement is most likely true?

 What phrase could best replace the underlined phrase…

 What information goes on line 3?



RECURRING QUESTIONS

Level C
 What information is not included?
 Brenda likes to run.
 Brenda’s friends bring mats.
 Brenda’s friends like to run.

 Which statement is most likely true?
 Yoga class is at night.
 Julie attends Brenda’s yoga class.
 Brenda teaches running.

Ellii



RECURRING QUESTIONS

Level C
 What phrase could best replace the 

underlined phrase teaches?
 instructs
 attends
 forgets

 What information goes on line 3?
 blankets
 time
 Wednesdays

Ellii

3



RECURRING QUESTIONS

 Level D

 What is the meaning of _____?

 Which word has the same meaning as the underlined word…?

 Which word best matches (most likely matches) the meaning of the 
underlined word…?

 The main purpose of this is to ____.

 Based on … which statement is true?



RECURRING QUESTIONS

 Level E

 Which word best matches the meaning of the underlined word…?

 What is the main purpose?

 What is the most important detail?

 Based on … which statement is (most likely) true?

 Which statement is an opinion?



INFERENCE (LEVELS C-E)

Recurring language to elicit inference
 imply, suggest, infer, assume, conclude

 the writer would most likely agree with 

 most likely reason

 most likely true 



INFERENCE PRACTICE

 Yes/No Statements

 Multiple Choice (pictures, single statements, paragraphs)

 Kahoot

Google easy multiple-choice inference worksheet

 Describe pictures – keep asking why.  What do you see that 
makes you think that?



YES/NO QUESTIONS 

1. Brenda loves football. Yes   No  __

2. Brenda does yoga after she runs. Yes   No  __

3. Brenda has a big yard. Yes   No  __

4. Yoga class is in Tara’s backyard. Yes   No  __

5. The yoga class is on the weekend. Yes   No  __

6. Julie likes to listen to the birds. Yes   No  __

Ellii



Kahoot!



Kahoot!



Kahoot!



Worksheetlibrary.com



Superteacherworksheets.com



OVERWHELMING?

A zebra is walking in the 
street.  
Maybe the zebra escaped 
from a zoo.

The men are calling to tell 
someone the zebra is in the 
street. 
Those two men can’t catch 
the zebra.

Observation

Inference 

Observation

Inference 

What is happening?  What do you see that makes you think that?



OVERWHELMING?

The crocodile is very big 
and heavy. 
Nine men are working 
hard to lift it.

The crocodile is tied with 
a rope. 
The crocodile’s tail has 
spikes that can cut 
someone.
Maybe they are removing 
it from a certain area 
because it’s dangerous.

Observation

Inference 

What is happening?  What do you see that makes you think that?

Observation

Observation 

Inference 



LISTENING FORMAT

 Level A

 Match photo to a single word or phrase
occupations, body parts, common actions, places in the community, 
food, clothing





LISTENING FORMAT

 Levels A - D (listen 2 times), Level E (listen 1 time)

 Question, Short Conversation or Announcement, Repeat Question
CASAS

Question Word?

All oral!



LISTENING FORMAT

 Levels A - B (listen 2 times)
 Question or Short Conversation  Choose the appropriate 

response

 Levels C - D (listen 2 times), Level E (listen 1 time)
 Short Conversation  Choose the appropriate response

CASAS

Stop and
give choices



AGENDA

1. CASAS STEPS Expectations

2. How can we help our students rise to the higher demands?

 Start with the basics – Wh question words

 Adjust the task for the learners’ level

 Practice recurring test questions and listening format

 Repeat often and in new contexts

Higher-order thinking 
can occur at any level!

Break harder tasks 
into smaller steps.



THANK YOU!
MELINDA BROWN-MASON

LITERACY KC


