
Laughter is One

of the Best Teachers

Netty Doyle

ndoyle@literacykc.org



Netty Doyle

ABE Teacher at 
LiteracyKC 

Taught K-12 in 
public, private, and 
charter settings 
before retirement





Survival mode

Learning processes

Coordinates action

Regulates 
emotions



Not enough $

Can’t help children 
with school work

Not feeling good 
enough

Feeling inadequate

Family 
pressure

Having to 
complete an 
application

Failure in 
school.

Don’t
understand the 
langnguage



Dopamine - The Motivation Molecule

● Released when we accomplish goals
● Has the power to create motivation
● Triggers the brain to remember the material. 

● Set achievable goals and celebrate them when they are reached
● Play games that get increasingly more challenging

Oxytocin - The Love Hormone
● Released when interacting with others
● Created while working with others in a playful and trusting environment.

● Building a community within your classroom allows students to 
connect with and empathize with each other.

● Conversations in the classroom allow students to learn from each 
other.



Serotonin - The Mood Stabilizer

● Released when relaxed and being mindful
● Serotonin comes when we acknowledge our success no matter how small

○ Teach breathing exercises to calm themselves
○ Begin or end class with a gratitude list created by everyone in the 

class
○ Sharing a snack with each other

Endorphins - The Pain Reliever

● Released during exercise
● Introduce mindfulness in your classroom as a regular procedure

○ Endorphins are released when there is laughter.



Commas
The punctuation you will grow to love and still be frustrated by!!!



Good Morning and 
welcome to our last day 

of class!
Travis is glad you are 

here!
Please take any computer and log in 

I have taken your names off the computers, so it doesn’t matter which one you 
take.  Help yourself to a CINNAMON roll!



Assignment: Use 
nouns and pronouns 

correctly .

Standard: 3.L.1

Date: 09/03/24
Formal Assessment: 

Nearpod activity

LEG Plan for Today
1. Writing Prompt
2. Noun Lesson
3. Pronoun Lesson
4. Assessment
5. Catch up/Essential 

Ed

Why did the man get fired from the orange juice 
company?

He couldn’t concentrate!



LEG
Assignment: 
Letter Writing

Standard: 5.W.1
Date: 5/8/25

Assessment: 
Letter

Johns dog run faster then 
Mikes, but he don’t like when 

you, Sarah interrupt him
8 mistakes



Let’s Play  Ball!



Why was Cinderella bad at soccer?

She kept running away from the ball!



Our brains are wired to crave novel experiences. When we are  doing 
something new it activates the brain to process this new information. 

Time flies and the brain has just created new memories.

How? 



Let’s Play a Game

   Football
Bowling
Make 7
Jenga

Dominos

Rules
1. I will ask a question and the oldest 

person answers first. If correct, that 
person takes a turn.

2. Play continues to the left of the 
oldest person and continues on.

3. If you get the wrong answer, you 
lose your turn.



Question1

Name all of the nouns in this sentence.

The cars sped up and down the street with all the 
energy of a child on Skittles.

Question 2
What does petulant mean?
The petulant child sulked and whined when she 
didn’t get her way.

cars,street,
child, & 
Skittles

Ill tempered



Question 3

What is the product of 35 X 24?

Question 4
What is the definition of an isosceles triangle?

Question 5
What parts of speech are missing?
Noun, Verb, Conjunction, Adverb, Preposition, and 
Adjective

840

2 sides are 
of  = length

Pronoun
Interjection,



Question 6 

What are the 3 mistakes in this sentence?

The grasshoppers ears are on it’s front legs

Question 7 
What is the decimal for 3/5ths?

Question 8
What is the comparative and superlative form of 
substantial?

Grasshopper’s,
its,legs.

0.6

More 
substantial

Most substantial



Question 9

What is the structure of this paragraph?

There are many theories about why the dinosaurs vanished from the 
planet. One theory that many people believe is that a gigantic meteorite 
smashed into the Earth. Scientists believe that the meteorite was very 
big and that the impact may have produced a large dust cloud that 
covered the Earth for many years. The dust cloud may have caused 
plants to not receive sunlight and the large plant eaters, or herbivores, 
may have died off, followed by the large meat eaters, or carnivores. 
This theory may or may not be true, but it is one explanation as to why 
these giant reptiles no longer inhabit the Earth.

Cause and Effect
A. Chronological    B. Compare/Contrast
C. Cause/Effect      D. Problem/Solution



Question 10

Can you see the idea of using games in your classroom to help your students 
retain relevant information?

Yes!

I hope your answer is …..



Why did the 
bicycle fall over?

It was too tired!

Z
Z Z



 Free Online Computer Games

Bamboozle

Quizizz

Blooket

Kahoot

Gimkit

Jeopardy



My Favorite Websites

All Things Grammar
MagicSchool AI

Millionaire Quiz Game
Flippity

https://www.allthingsgrammar.com/grammar-city-free-grammar-board-game.html#google_vignette
https://app.magicschool.ai/tools?_gl=1*16fuzdy*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NDk3ODczNzAuQ2p3S0NBanc2WlRDQmhCT0Vpd0FxZndKZDdpNVFFNXdsOFRsUlc0bElVbF8zekg4TGJyOTBHVnNJZVlTYV84bWRCR3pWU3VEZjFLaml4b0NrQmNRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*NTc2MDExNjAzLjE3NDk3ODczNzA.*_ga*MTcyNDk4ODQ1OC4xNzQ5Nzg3Mzcw*_ga_CXK67KRY5M*czE3NDk3ODczNzAkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3ODczNzAkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_L9QBJH1R4M*czE3NDk3ODczNzAkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3ODczNzAkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://genially.com/template/millionaire-quiz/
https://www.flippity.net


If you are able to create a positive experience 

within learning, not only will the material be 

retained, but your learner will feel intrinsically 

motivated to seek out and replicate the 

feeling – aka, continue learning.



Fun

Laugh

Active engagement

Play
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