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AGENDA
“Instead of doing 10 different things, do one thing in 10 
different ways.” (Patsy Egan)

How can I stretch an activity or a theme to increase 
cohesiveness and go deeper?

 Theoretical approach
 4 Competencies

 Practical approach
 Listening
 Reading
 Develop Themes



PRACTICAL APPROACH

 Listening
 Reading
 Develop Units or Themes
 think about whole process and logical chronological order



LISTENING

Ventures 1 p85



LISTENING
What do students need to know to understand this?

 May or may not choose to do the activity as designed

 Cloze of entire passage or dictation of selected sentences 
from passage

 Linking

 Create a substitution drill worksheet based on the dialogue 

 Speaking practice



Ventures 1 p85

Conversation A
A We need some milk. Is there any milk
on sale?
B Yes. Milk is two sixty-nine.
A Two sixty-nine? That’s cheap.
B How much do we need?
A A lot.

Conversation B
A Let’s get some onions. Are there any
good onions?
B Here are the onions. They’re seventy-nine
cents each.
A Whoa! Seventy-nine cents each! That’s
expensive.
B How many do we need?
A We just need one.
B OK.

WHAT DO STUDENTS
NEED TO KNOW?



VOCABULARY



CLOZE
(COUNT ONLY)

LINKING
C+V



SUBSTITUTION DRILL



SPEAKING PRACTICE





CLOZE
(COUNT & NONCOUNT)

LINKING
C+V



SUBSTITUTION DRILL



SPEAKING PRACTICE



VIDEO
MAKING A RETURN
What do students need to know?



MAKING A RETURN Vocabulary clothing, problems, colors

Grammar singular/plural, this/these, has/have



CLOZE



LINKING
C+V



SUBSTITUTION DRILLS



SPEAKING PRACTICE



READING



READING - LOWER LEVELS

 Pronouns

 Transition Words

 Relate to something in their lives

 Graphic Organizers



PRONOUNS

Talk of the Block



TRANSITION WORDS

Excellent English 1 p130



GRAPHIC ORGANIZER



CLASS DISCUSSION

Make connections to the students’ lives
What do you eat for breakfast?

What do you drink for breakfast?



BAR GRAPH

Each student received 
2 sticky notes
1 for a breakfast food
1 for a breakfast drink



READ TO A PARTNER

Excellent English 1 p130



NEXT DAY

Make 
connections to 
the students’ lives



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Make use of the reading OR the chart from yesterday
What do they eat for breakfast in South America?

Where do they eat cereal with cheese?

What do people in the United States eat with their cereal?



LEAVE YOU HANGING?

Talk of the Block





READING - HIGHER LEVELS

 Pronouns and Synonyms

 Transition Words

 Punctuation

 Highlight Grammar you’re currently covering

 Read articles in small chunks and go deep

 Graphic organizers



PRONOUNS AND SYNONYMS

Consumer Reports November 2018 p14



PRONOUNS AND SYNONYMS



PRONOUNS AND SYNONYMS



PUNCTUATION 
GIVE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT A NOUN



IDENTIFY / NOTICE / DISCUSS FUNCTION 
OF GRAMMAR
Highlight and discuss any grammar feature present that you are 
currently studying.



ADJECTIVE CLAUSES



PASSIVE

Readworks.org



SMALLER CHUNKS OF READING –
DEEPER QUESTIONS



SMALLER CHUNKS OF READING –
DEEPER QUESTIONS comprehension, text structure, word structure, 

guessing meaning, inference



SMALLER CHUNKS OF READING –
DEEPER QUESTIONS

Consumer Reports July 2019 p50

comprehension, text structure, word structure, 
guessing meaning, inference



GRAPHIC ORGANIZER





DEVELOPING A THEME 
Goal: Deciding to go to work or stay home
What do they need to know in order to do this?

 Logical order

 Use all modalities

numbers
describe symptoms

body vocabulary

make an appointment
date and time

notify work or school

provide personal information

days and monthshave and has



DEVELOPING A THEME 

 Melinda’s Method
 Scour all available resources for what lessons they have 

relating to my theme.
 Put those activities in a logical order
 Then ask, is anything missing?



Step Forward 1 p123

Goal: Deciding 
to go to work 
or stay home



COLD OR FLU?

Reading
Building knowledge



COLD OR FLU?

Listening cloze
Building knowledge



COLD OR FLU?

Read again the 
next day



COLD OR FLU?

Vocabulary



COLD OR FLU?

Vinn Diagram



COLD OR FLU?

Application 1. Michael has a fever. 
2. Eduardo has a headache and a dry cough. 
3. Lily has a runny nose.
4. Norman has a high fever and his muscles ache. 
5. Laura has a sore throat and a runny nose.

Stand Out 1 wkbk p95



Step Forward 1 p124



COLD OR FLU?
Listen to people making doctor’s appointments



COLD OR FLU?

Practice making appointments
- printed script (substitution drill)

- pictures of symptoms



COLD OR FLU?

Practice making appointments
- receptionists and patients



Heather Mecham



THEORETICAL APPROACH
Communicative Competence 

 Language Forms
o Language Knowledge

 Social Interactions
o Ability to use language appropriately in social contexts

 Language Skills
o Ability to read, write, listen, and speak for different purposes

 Learning Strategies
o Ability to use strategies to make yourself understood, independent learning

Betsy Parrish 2019



THEORETICAL APPROACH

Social InteractionsLanguage Forms

Learning StrategiesLanguage Skills

Communicative Competence 

Social InteractionsLanguage Forms

Learning StrategiesLanguage Skills

pronunciation

write to persuade

grammar

spelling

interpreting charts and graphs

vocabulary
polite intonation

greetings

body language

making complaints

asking for a definition

asking someone to speak more slowly

guessing meaning from context

listen for specific information

formal / informal language

Betsy Parrish 2019

making requests

identify main idea

complete a form
asking for clarification

interrupting politely



Ventures 1 p44

 Language Forms
Language Knowledge
o Vocabulary
o spelling, pronunciation
o Grammar



Ventures 1 p44

 Social Interactions
Ability to use language 
appropriately in social 
contexts
o greetings
o requests, complaints
o intonation
o formal/informal language
o body language



Ventures 1 p44

 Language Skills
Ability to read, write, listen, 
speak for different purposes
o complete forms
o interpret charts/graphs
o listen for specific info
o write for different purposes
o read for different purposes



Ventures 1 p44

 Learning Strategies
Ability to use strategies to 
make yourself understood, 
independent learning
o ask speaker to slow down
o guess meaning from context
o ask for clarification
o ask for a definition



THEORETICAL APPROACH

Social InteractionsLanguage Forms

Learning StrategiesLanguage Skills

Communicative Competence 

Social InteractionsLanguage Forms

Learning StrategiesLanguage Skills

Betsy Parrish 2019



ORGANIZE

What do my resources provide?

Where do my resources leave me hanging?
How will I fill in the gaps?

 Put ideas in logical chronological order



THANK YOU Melinda Brown-Mason
Literacy KC


